Act V
Macbeth

GENTLEWOMAN

Why, it stood by her. She has light by her continually, ‘tis her command.

1. Who is the Gentlewoman talking about?

2. Why did this person command to have light continually?

LADY MACBETH

Out, damned spot! Out, I say! Two, Why, then ‘tis time to do’t. Hell is murky. Fie, my lord, fie! A soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to accompt? – Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?

3. Where does the blood come from that Lady Macbeth tries to was off her hands?

4. What does Lady Macbeth mean when she says they have nothing to fear because none can call their power accompt?

5. Who is the old man she is talking about?

LADY MACBETH

The Thane of Fife had a wife; where is she now? What, will these hands ne’er be clean? No more o’that, my lord, no more o’that. You mar all with this starting.

6. Who is the Thane of Fife?

7. What happened to his wife?

8. “No more o’that, my lord”. What incident it Lady Macbeth referring to here?

LADY MACBETH

Here’s the smell of blood still. All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand. Oh! Oh! Oh!

9. Explain the metaphor used to describe how full of blood her hands are.

LADY MACBETH

Wash your hands, put on your night-gown, look not so pale. I tell you yet again, Banquo’s buried; he cannot come out on’s grave.

10. Who must wash his hands?
11. Why does she tell Macbeth that Banquo is buried? What incident it Lady Macbeth referring to?

LADY MACBETH

To bed, to bed. There’s knocking at the gate. Come, come, come, come, give me your hand. What’s done, cannot be undone. To bed, to bed, to bed. 

Lady Macbeth off

12. What scene is Lady Macbeth refering to here?

13. What act can not be undone?

MALCOLM 

Let every soldier hew him down a bough
And bear't before him: thereby shall we shadow
The numbers of our host and make discovery
Err in report of us.

14. Say in your own words what every soldier must do?

15. Why would this act look upsetting to Macbeth?

MACBETH 

I have almost forgot the taste of fears;
The time has been, my senses would have cool'd
To hear a night-shriek; and my fell of hair
Would at a dismal treatise rouse and stir
As life were in't: I have supp'd full with horrors;
Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts
Cannot once start me.

16. Name two places in the play where Macbeth was afraid.

17. Why is Macbeth not afraid anymore?

MACBETH 

She should have died hereafter;
There would have been a time for such a word.
To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day
To the last syllable of recorded time,
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle!
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more: it is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

18. What does Macbeth compare life with in this extract? (three things)

Messenger 

As I did stand my watch upon the hill,
I look'd toward Birnam, and anon, methought,
The wood began to move.

19. Why is the news the Messenger brings to Macbeth, upsetting?

MACBETH 

They have tied me to a stake; I cannot fly,
But, bear-like, I must fight the course. What's he
That was not born of woman? Such a one
Am I to fear, or none.

20. What old Elizabethan act of entertainment does this extract refer to?

21. Why does Macbeth feel like the animal in this act?

22. What is the only hope Macbeth has left?

MACDUFF 

Despair thy charm;
And let the angel whom thou still hast served
Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother's womb
Untimely ripp'd.

23. What is Macduff telling Macbeth? Say it in your own word.

24. Why is this upsetting for Macbeth?

MACDUFF 

Then yield thee, coward,
And live to be the show and gaze o' the time:
We'll have thee, as our rarer monsters are,
Painted on a pole, and underwrit,
'Here may you see the tyrant.'

25. What would they do to Macbeth if he gives up and allow them to capture him?

MACBETH 

I will not yield,
To kiss the ground before young Malcolm's feet,
And to be baited with the rabble's curse.
Though Birnam wood be come to Dunsinane,
And thou opposed, being of no woman born,
Yet I will try the last. Before my body
I throw my warlike shield. Lay on, Macduff,
And damn'd be him that first cries, 'Hold, enough!'

Exeunt, fighting. Alarums

26.
Despite all the predictions that came true, what is Macbeth taking control of now?
MALCOLM 

We shall not spend a large expense of time
Before we reckon with your several loves,
And make us even with you. My thanes and kinsmen,
Henceforth be earls, the first that ever Scotland
In such an honour named. What's more to do,
Which would be planted newly with the time,
As calling home our exiled friends abroad
That fled the snares of watchful tyranny;
Producing forth the cruel ministers
Of this dead butcher and his fiend-like queen,
Who, as 'tis thought, by self and violent hands
Took off her life; this, and what needful else
That calls upon us, by the grace of Grace,
We will perform in measure, time and place:
So, thanks to all at once and to each one,
Whom we invite to see us crown'd at Scone.

Flourish. Exeunt
27. What is the first act that Malcolm performs as king?
28. What is the second act they will do?
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